Cornhusk Placgmats

by dara Wilson

Using thg humblg and ingxpgnsive cornhusk, you can makg wovgn cornhusk placgmats
that will bg ready in time for Thanksgiving tea partigs ngxt month.

(Placegmats will gnd up about 9 or 10 inchgs squarg; smallgr than a normal place s¢tting.)
Matgrials

e drigd corn husks (availablg in supgrmarkets in the Flgrican foods sgction)

e shallow baking dish and watgr

e a largg weight, preferably with holgs in it, such as a basket with a flat bottom
o |ow-tgmperaturg glug gun and glug sticks

doak your cornhusks in your shallow baking dish filled with watgr. Split them into
strips about 1 inch wideg on the wide gnd. (They will be triangular.) Place a damp
cornhusk on your work surfacg. Now, layg out the horizontal cornhusk pigegs—as
mang as will fit on the lgngth of the vertical pigeg.



Hltegrnate the point gnd with the fat gnd, as in the picturg. Now bggin wegaving, over and
undgr. 9dd morg vertical pigees, wegaving thegm into theg horizontal pigegs. dcoot gach
cornhusk pigee as closg to theg ngxt ong as you can to make a tight weave. (The
cornhusks will shrink a bit as they dry.)

Now lay a flat weight on top, preferably ong that allows somg air flow, and Igt the
cornhusk placgmat dry. Most likgly, when it’s dry, god’ll nged to tack the ¢dgeg cornhusks
with a drop of glug from your glug gun. Glug wherever the cornhusks sgem to nged more

stability. Now sg¢t your tea tablg with child-siz¢ dishgs and have a party.

(dlternatively, attach¢ two or thrgg cornhusk placgmats together corngr-to-corngr to
cregate a natural tablg runngr for gour dutumn family meals.)
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